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I. CALL TO ORDER:   

Chair O’Hara called the Public Session to order at 6:00 PM 
 

ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Staff  

Chair Susan O’Hara  Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter (absent) 

Vice Chair Toni Scolari  Depot Museum Curator Alex Service 

Commissioner Mike Murray Council Representative 

Commissioner Pam Zana (absent) Councilmember Doug Strehl  

  
  

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None. 
 

III. PRESENTATIONS  

A. Book Projects 

Commissioner O’Hara gave a progress report on the second volume of Mills of Humboldt County, being 

published in the Arcadia Publishing “Images of America” series.  O’Hara and Curator Service have the  

material ready to send to the publisher a week ahead of the August 1 deadline.  This is an important and 

exciting book; it covers an era of expansion, innovation and change in the timber-related industries (1910—

1945), but it is a time period very little covered in existing publications.  Among the important topics on 

which O’Hara and Service have been able to find significant information during the research process is the 

1935 timberworkers’ strike.  The mills book is slated for a spring 2018 release; O’Hara and Service have 

suggested to the publisher either March (to coincide with the logging conference) or May (coinciding with 

the start of tourist season).  O’Hara and Service have authored the article on the history of the Fortuna Rodeo 

for the rodeo program/newspaper insert this year.  The coffee table book for the 100
th

 anniversary of the 

Fortuna Rodeo, sponsored by the Fortuna Rodeo Commission, will be their next writing project.  Another 

future project which O’Hara and Service would like to undertake is a coffee table book history of the 

Humboldt lumber industry, covering the whole period of the planned three Arcadia books (roughly 1850—

1980).  This book could potentially be funded with the proceeds from sales of the second and third volumes 

of the Arcadia Mills of Humboldt County series. 

B. Museum Security Systems  

Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter was unable to attend the meeting, but telephoned his 

report.  The museum security upgrades have gone through the first round of the approval process, and are 

still on track.  There was a recent need for repair work to the system: false alarm call-outs had led to the 

decision to leave the museum security off for several nights.  In order to be able to again activate the security 

system during Rodeo Week, when the greater-than-usual volume of activity in the park made it particularly 

desirable to have all security systems operational, staff called Advanced Security to make repair visits, 

leading to replacing at least one motion sensor in the museum building.   Councilmember Strehl mentioned 

that the museum’s security upgrades will be tied in with the ongoing project of upgrading security systems 

throughout the entire park.   

C. Update on Memorial to Fortuna City Council Member Linda Gardner 

Dawn at How’s It Hanging Picture Framing has completed the re-framing/matting work on the 1965 drawing 

of the Fortuna Depot by Wanda Gardner, to which has been added a memorial plaque to both Linda and 

Wanda Gardner.  The picture is now available for pickup.  It is currently on display in the window of How’s 

It Hanging. 

D. Update on Depot Museum 2017-18 Budget Request 

As Deputy Director Carter reported via telephone, the museum’s security system upgrade request as well as 

the Humboldt Beacon electronic archive purchase have gone through the first rounds of the budget approval 

process.   
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E. Upcoming Public Events at Fortuna Depot Museum  

Friday, July 28 at 7:00 p.m. is the date for the first of the two “Celebrating Life in Our Humboldt County” 

presentations by Jerry Rohde, sponsored by Pierson Building Center, that we are hosting this year.  The topic 

of this presentation is “Hark, Hark, the Park,” on the history of Humboldt County’s redwood parks.  We will 

be hosting another of these presentations on September 29: “Saloons, Stores and Schools.”  Councilmember 

Strehl mentioned that Fortuna will host the August 18 meeting of the League of California Cities (Redwood 

Empire branch, from Cloverdale north), and the City would like to hold a reception at the museum on that 

date.  Deputy Director Carter will be in touch with Curator Service to make arrangements for this. 

               

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Review and approve minutes of Fortuna Historical Commission meeting 

May 10, 2017  and staff report for May-June 2017. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No public comment was heard. 
 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

A correction was pointed out for the May 10, 2017 minutes:  change “Home Security” to “Holmes Security.”  

With this correction, Commissioner Scolari moved, seconded by Commissioner Murray, to approve the 

minutes of Mary 10, 2017 and the staff report for May-June 2017. Voice vote. 

 

AYES: Commissioners Murray, O’Hara and Scolari 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Commissioner Zana 

ABSTAIN: None 

Motion Carried 3-0 
 

V. BUSINESS 
 

A. Accessions/De-Accessions (Action Item) 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 Accept the proposed accessions into the museum collection.   
 STAFF REPORT:  

The following potential accessions have been donated to the Fortuna Depot Museum.  From Timothy 

M. Weiland: U.S. Army ACU (active combat uniform).  Mr. Weiland writes, “I wore this style of uniform 

the last five years I was on active duty including the years 2007 and 2008 [when] I was deployed to OIF, 

Operation Iraqi Freedom.  I retired in 2010.”  From Nancy Hodgson Nesmith Kinney: Two circa 1907 

photographs of family members in the Fortuna area, with subjects identified.  Family tree of the Mathieson 

family (large format, rolled).From Estate of William “Bill” Forrest: Veterans of Foreign Wars, American 

Legion, and Veterans of World War I memorabilia of Cyril Collins, Mr. Forrest’s step-father.  From Lynn 

Fisk: “The Picturephone”—O. J. Mcclure Talking Picture Company projector and record player (circa 

1930s).  Three circa 1950s dolls with hand-crocheted dresses crocheted by Sally Christopher who owned the 

Crown Motel in Fortuna; circa 1960s “Skipper” doll.  From Janet Cavallin: circa 1910 book Over the Loop: 

to the Summit of Mount McClellan on Colorado and Southern Railway and Argentine Central Railway.  

Belonged to donor’s great-grandfather.  Non-local, but has many railroad photographs.  Donor gave 

permission for item to be sold in Depot Museum gift shop to benefit the Fortuna Depot Museum. 
 

 PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No public comment was heard. 

 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

Commissioner Murray moved, seconded by Commissioner Scolari, to accept the proposed accessions into the museum 



Fortuna Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
July 19h, 2017 

Page 3 of 3 

collection and to approve the requested de-accession.  Voice vote. 
 

AYES: Commissioners Murray, O’Hara and Scolari  

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Commissioner Zana 

ABSTAIN: None 

Motion Carried 3-0 
 

VI. STAFF REPORTS 

1. Fortuna Depot Museum Curator Report 

Curator Service reported on activity during Rodeo Week, including several carnival workers who make annual visits to 

the museum when they are here with the rodeo carnival.  A high volume of attendance is expected at the museum 

during Auto XPo weekend.  Visitors have come from very far-flung locations so far this summer.   

2. City of Fortuna Staff Report 

Commissioner O’Hara suggested that the new City Manager be invited to Historical Commission meetings.  

Councilmember Strehl agreed, although he commented that it will likely be difficult for Manager Wheetly to attend 

many evening meetings initially due to still being based in Arcata.  Strehl gave updates on recent and upcoming budget 

meetings and shared with commissioners some of the process of allocating funds raised through the Measure E tax.   

VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

Commissioner Murray: None.  Commissioner O’Hara: None.  Commissioner Scolari: At the Relic Accumulators’ 

Club picnic in August, she will speak with club members about potentially installing an exhibit in the “community 

loan” case in September.  Commissioner Scolari inquired about the continuing vacany on the Historical Commission.  

Councilmember Strehl replied that the position has been advertised; he has spoken with a number of potential 

commission members but thus far, health concerns have prevented those people from being able to commit to the 

position.  Commissioners are asked to continue thinking of potential commission members.  One does not have to be a 

Fortuna resident in order to serve on a City of Fortuna commission, but if one is not a resident, one must be the owner 

of a business within Fortuna.   
 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None were proposed.   
 

IX. ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:36 p.m., Murray/Scolari, MSCU. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator       

Thru: Siana Emmons, City Clerk                          


